Solterra Books Launches Catalog Fundraising Program

Etna, N.H. — February 9, 2004 — Solterra Books, an online book retailer in Etna, N.H., has launched a national catalog fundraiser program. Interested schools, parent/teacher associations, libraries, child care centers and nonprofit organizations can raise money for special programs or earn books for classrooms by hosting a print or online catalog fair.

Solterra Books is one of the few national book retailers to offer such a program. Chinaberry has just discontinued their catalog fair business, leaving a hole in the market for independent book fair options for preschools and other organizations. Solterra Books, established in 2002, has sorted through hundreds of titles to find the highest quality children’s books on the market, and only offer the best of the best to parents, grandparents, child care providers, educators and librarians.

Catalogs fairs are easy to initiate and can be profitable events. Solterra Books will send a box of catalogs to the event organizer (such as a teacher or PTA member) who will then distribute to supporters. Orders, typically due in two weeks, are sent to Solterra Books for fulfillment. After sales are totaled and books are shipped, the organization can choose between cash or books; an East Coast nonprofit recently made $5,000 in sales, qualifying for either $1,000 in cash or $1,500 to spend on books.

Co-owner David Parker notes that these fundraisers are fun for everyone. “People like to buy things that are of value to them, and it’s a great opportunity for organizations to earn some extra income,” he says.

Solterra Books has also launched a virtual catalog fair — instead of handing out a printed catalog, catalog fair supporters can view selections and make purchases online. The organization will have a Web page tailored to their event, orders are filled immediately and sales are totaled at the end of the specified time period. “One of the special features of a Solterra Books catalog fair is that we don’t limit selections,” says Parker. “You get to choose any book from the standard catalog. It’s the same for the Web, too.”

Solterra Books offers catalog book fairs (nationwide) and on-site book fairs (only in New England). For more information, call Solterra Books at (866) 491-3144.

ABOUT SOLTERRA BOOKS

Solterra Books (www.solterrabooks.com) offers books that matter to children, parents, grandparents and educators. Founders David and Rebecca Parker have researched and read thousands of children’s books, and compiled a Web site and catalog listing only classic, award-winning and educational books for children from birth to age 10. Child care centers, schools, organizations, home school groups, churches and senior centers can now find better books for the children in their lives.
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