Solterra Books Offers Books that Matter

Etna, NH — October 14, 2004 — With so many books to choose from, how do you find the ones that matter? Two years ago, Solterra Books, an online book retailer with base operations in Etna, N.H., started to wade through hundreds of titles to find the ones that truly delighted their children. Today, the company offers more than 2,000 titles to parents, grandparents, child care providers, educators and librarians who value the printed word.

Solterra Books founders David and Rebecca Parker created a business at home so that they could combine family and work into a comprehensive whole. Both are lifelong readers who developed their passion for the printed word as children so when their four daughters started arriving, books became a way to slow down and savor their lives together.

“I found reading to our children a great way to connect with them when I was working in the technology sector,” David says. “I would have loved to have access to a service like Solterra’s where I could be assured that the books were high quality without getting mired in so much commercial clutter.”

“That’s when we started talking about starting a book distribution company for children’s books,” Rebecca says. “It combines our passion for reading with our experience in education and technology to offer a service that really matters to people.”

Rebecca and David choose books carefully, focusing on books that have earned awards such as the Caldecott Medal/Honor, Ezra Jack Keats Book Award and Coretta Scott King Award as well as classic books and the best from Parents’ Choice. The Parkers often meet with authors and illustrators such as Ann Morris, Susan Milord, Chris Demarest, Lynne Cherry as well as storytellers such as Jim Weiss.

“We live in an area that’s rich with all sorts of creative people and several children’s book authors and illustrators live nearby,” David says. “It’s inspiring to meet these folks and learn where their stories originate. Those vital connections are all part of the Solterra Books community.”

In addition to the Web store at www.solterrabooks.com, the Parkers offer a full-color catalog and a traveling bookstore to bring their book selections to the people who need and want them. The mobile bookstore has traveled from New Hampshire to Vermont, Ohio, New York, Massachusetts and California.

ABOUT SOLTERRA BOOKS

Solterra Books was founded by David and Rebecca Parker in 2002 in order to bring gentle and meaningful books to children from birth to age 10. For information, orders or a catalog, please contact Solterra Books at (866) 491-3144 or log onto their Web site at www.solterrabooks.com
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