Reflections Custom Artwork Turns Ideas into Artwork

Everyone Deserves Art in their Lives, Says Grantham Artist 

Grantham, N.H. — July 19, 2006 — Artist Maggie Duford knows how art can change a person’s life — and it has inspired her to launch Reflections Custom Artwork, a unique service that allows clients to turn their ideas, thoughts or visions into a piece of art. “Everyone deserves art in their lives,” the Grantham, N.H., resident says.

Maggie began sketching when her husband Roland was diagnosed with cancer. “I had so much nervous energy that I started pencil drawing. I could carry a pencil with me to his treatments,” she says. Soon she was ready for more: Oil painting, but on board, not canvas. “Roland was a woodworker, so I asked him to cut pieces of pine for me. I like the knots — it gives the paintings some character — and the color has more depth on wood.”

While at Dartmouth-Hitchcock Medical Center with Roland, Maggie met artist and muralist Sol Levenson of White River Junction, Vt. “Roland encouraged me to watch him paint,” Maggie says. After Roland died, Maggie spent every day with Sol, the artist in residence at DHMC, watching him create a Civil War mural in the Norris Cotton Cancer Center radiation-oncology waiting room. She began to paint for others, such as a two-panel Tuscany mural for her daughter’s Italian-themed kitchen and portraits for friends.

“Just moving into a new home, I found myself overwhelmed by the new space. Maggie was able to take my favorite collectables along with the colors in my home and create a custom mural that brought my kitchen to life. She actually brought her palette into my home and mixed the colors right there,” says Donna Pourby of Wilder, Vt. “She has a real knack for understanding what a person is like by observing their surroundings and creating custom artwork that reflects who they are. The best part is that the quality is amazing, with so much custom detail, yet it is affordable.”

Now through Reflections Custom Artwork, Maggie offers consultations to clients who have an idea they would like to turn into a work of art. “I usually meet with clients to get a feel for their personalities and hear their stories,” she says. She provides an estimate of the project, and involves clients throughout the process from approving sketches to choosing colors. “My best inspirations come from creating custom paintings that reflect the special memories, places and experiences unique to my customers. A couple had a honeymoon in Key West, and the husband brought me a photo of two sailboats. I painted a sunset portrait of the boats for them, and he gave it to her as a gift. Painting means more to me than just creating an image.” 

This fall Maggie will be painting at DHMC — much like her mentor Sol Levenson, who died early this year — and donating those paintings to the hospital. “There’s one room in radiation that doesn’t have any paintings. It’s an atrium, full of sunlight, so we’ve decided on the theme of light — morning light in landscapes or light reflected over water,” she says. 

Maggie’s show “Landscape on Board” will be on display at the gallery at Amidon Jewelers on 53 South Main Street in Hanover, N.H., until Aug. 1. Her work will also be displayed at Artful Things’ Underground Gallery in Lebanon, N.H., this fall. To discuss a custom art project, please call Reflections Custom Artwork at (603) 863-7170 or e-mail customartworks@hotmail.com

Note to editors: PDFs of Maggie Duford’s artwork are available upon request.

ABOUT THE ARTIST

Maggie Duford was born and raised in Southern California, moving to New England in 1992 with four young children. Her paintings are a result of her own journeys and experiences, and she enjoys bringing emotions and feelings to life through her art. She lives in Grantham, N.H.
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The works of artist Maggie Duford are on display in the gallery at Amidon Jewelers. Duford, owner of Reflections Custom Artwork, lives in Grantham, N.H.
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