Upper Valley Events Center Announces Open Air

Summer Series Brings Music and Magic to the Upper Valley

Norwich, VT — June 3, 2005 — If you’re looking for music and magic this summer, look no further than Route 5 in Norwich, Vt. Upper Valley Events Center is hosting the Open Air Summer Series, a Thursday evening music and entertainment series for kids of all ages.

Open Air has a spectacular line up of entertainers — from jazz to folk, blues to pop rock classics, and storytelling to dance — throughout July and August. The current schedule, with two concerts co-produced by MountainFolk, is as follows:

· July 14 – solo folk act Dan Blakeslee (www.danblakeslee.com/) and an eclectic mix of acoustic solo pieces by Tuck Stocking (www.sydband.com)

· July 21 – one-man, pop-rock act Jim Hollis (http://purepopmagic.com/purepop.html) and puppeteer Gabriel Q

· July 28 – singer/songwriter Ruthie Foster (http://www.ruthiefoster.com/)

· August 4 – Boston folk group Crooked Still (http://www.crookedstill.com/)

· August 11 – Vermont steel drum band The Panhandlers and storyteller Simon Brooks

· August 18 – master storyteller and children’s author Odds Bodkin (http://www.oddsbodkin.com/)

“The Upper Valley needed some family-style, outdoor entertainment for our summer evenings,” says Bruce Genereaux, co-owner of the Upper Valley Events Center. “Open Air is a chance for families to socialize while experiencing old and new music.”

Gates open at 5 p.m. Kids can use the playground, swings, pirate ship or mini-water park while parents set up a picnic or purchase dinner on site. Shows generally start at 7 p.m. (go to www.uvEVENTS.org for specific show times) and are held on an outdoor stage. Reserved seating is available, or lawn chairs can be brought to watch the show.

Season tickets (for all six events) are $75/family. Tickets per show are $20/family or $8/individuals and $4/child. Tickets can be reserved in advance or purchased at the gate. Parking is available, and carpooling is encouraged. For more information about Open Air, go to www.uvEVENTS.org or call (802) 649-2772.

ABOUT THE UPPER VALLEY EVENTS CENTER

The Upper Valley Events Center provides indoor and outdoor events space to business, educators and families. Clients include: ARCH (Autism Resources for Community and Home), Upper Valley Teacher’s Institute, Vermont Student Assistance Corporation, Developing Capable People, Sugar Maple Music, Josh Hall Guitar Lessons, Rocky’s Puppy Training School and Blakeney Bartlett real estate training classes.

ABOUT UPPER VALLEY EVENTS

Upper Valley Events is a nonprofit organization that operates community enrichment programs, primarily at the Upper Valley Events Center. It offers special events — such as a Summer Days camp for children ages 5 to 10, Open Air and the Fair Day Fun Raiser — that benefit the community.
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