Historic Books Return to the Grantham Town Archives

Moose Plate Program Helps Conserve Grantham’s Past

Grantham, NH – January 25, 2006 – Thanks to the hard work of four Grantham residents, a grant from the Moose Plate Program and the restoration skills of Joseph J. Marotti Co., 11 historically significant books have been returned to the Grantham Town Archives in full repair.

“The Town of Grantham is fortunate to have these volumes,” says Rita Eigenbrode, Grantham’s town clerk/tax collector. “They are attractively bound and preserved and will offer a tour of Grantham’s history the old fashioned way — by reading.”

It was almost year ago when Eigenbrode and Lea Frey, town archivist, began discussing the restoration of 11 unique historically significant books in various states of decay, deterioration and fragmentation. A team of Grantham residents — including Christina Burgard and Connie Jones — began the “Preserving Grantham’s History” project. This included an application for the Moose Plate Program, a grant program funded by sales of the New Hampshire Conservation License Plate and administered by the New Hampshire State Library, a division of the New Hampshire Department of Cultural Resources.

Eleven books were in immediate need of restoration: Deeds (1841-1891), Chattel Mortgages (1838-1846), Cash Book (1840-1892), Town Orders Drawn/Selectmen’s Book (1840-1909), Selectman’s Book (1878-1917), Invoice of Polls (1851-1883), Invoice of Polls (1881-1904), Invoice of Polls (1884-1915), Town Records (1918-1948), Town Records (1949-1968) and Journal (1918-1923). “These archives were very fragile and suffered damage each time they were moved or used,” says Frey. “Many were so fragile that it was difficult for professional archivists to handle them, let alone the public.”

Books were delivered to conservation specialists at Joseph J. Marotti Co., Inc. in Milton, Vt., in October 2005. They unbound the books, deacidified the pages, then repaired any tears, cracks, voids or losses. For some books, each page was encapsulated in MELINEX 516 polyester film, sealed on three sides and placed into record post binders. For others, the restored pages will be hand sewn and rebound using conservation grade materials. 

“The archives provide a unique view into the history and cultural transitions of New Hampshire from the mid-1800s to the mid-1900s,” says Frey. “Grantham was the second chartered town in Cheshire County. The events recorded in these archives provide valuable insight into how rural New Hampshire’s culture, population, politics, militia, tax structure, businesses and residents changed in response to rapidly changing world. It’s a unique record of a rural New Hampshire that no longer exists.”

For example, through the Selectmen’s Books and the Invoice of Polls, you learn that Grantham was a thriving agricultural/sheep farming community in the early 1800s. Then, in response to the huge demand for timber to fuel growth in New Hampshire and the rest of New England in the mid- to late-1800s, Grantham transitioned from a farming community to a sawmill town that experienced rapid population growth. By the end of the 1800s, when most of the state’s forests were felled and the landscape was essentially barren, there was a dramatic decline in Grantham’s population, and by the early 1900s the town was virtually empty.

Now the archives are in a condition that permits the Grantham Historical Society to display them and make them available for handling by the public. In addition, each of the restored archives has been microfilmed to provide another means of preserving the archives and the microfilm, currently in the Grantham town vault, will be presented to New Hampshire’s State Library.

ABOUT THE GRANTHAM TOWN ARCHIVES

In 1995, the Selectmen formally established the Grantham Town Archives and appointed a town archivist. The archives are open every Friday afternoon from 1 to 4 p.m. at the current Town Office building on Dunbar Hill Road. The town archivist and members of the board of the Grantham Historical Society are available for assistance. Visitors are welcome; no appointment is necessary. 
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