Los Microwaves Schedules a Punk Rock Reunion in Woodstock, Vermont

South Woodstock Resident Meg Brazill Picks Up the Bass Again

Woodstock, VT — July 18, 2005 — There’ll be a punk rock reunion in Woodstock, Vt., this August. Los Microwaves, with South Woodstock resident Meg Brazill on bass and vocals, will be playing at the Woodstock Town Hall Theatre on Saturday, Aug. 13.

Los Microwaves started out in San Francisco, Calif., in 1978 and hit it big with their “Life after Breakfast” album. Brazill, keyboardist David Javelosa and drummer Todd “Rosa” Rosencrans performed on tour with such bands as Gang of Four, Bow Wow Wow, Wall of Voodoo, XTC and Oingo Boingo. With hit dance tune “Radio Heart” and novelty song “Time to Get Up” lighting up the airwaves, Interview Magazine declared Los Microwaves “one of the best bands anywhere.”

The band knew a reunion was overdue when Javelosa heard a young band performing a Los Microwaves’ original “TV in My Eye” before a San Francisco audience. “We had no idea that bands were covering our music! There’s a whole new generation buying up punk and new wave records and starting bands,” says Brazill. “Every week we hear from someone who listens to our MP3s on the Web or locates a hard-to-find copy of our album. People are tapping into the scene and rediscovering our music.”

“Punk and new wave is still relevant today, if not more so, with mega chains and mega radio stations pushing bland pop and corporate rock down our throats,” says Dan Nassau, the punk/new wave expert at Music Matters in West Lebanon. “Some of the most exciting music being made today has borrowed many of its ideas from the scenes that popped up all around the world during the fertile music period of the late seventies and early eighties.”

Rob Nahabedian from Music Matters adds, “In the Upper Valley alone there are upwards of a dozen ‘punk’ bands pumping out quality original material as well as faithfully updated versions of classics from the origins of punk and new wave.”
Although it’s been years since she’s played the bass regularly, Brazill is excited to be back with the band. “For me, a reunion of Los Microwaves has only a little to do with our own music — it’s all about the people,” she says. “There were so many people in the 1980s playing music, making art and crossing over from painting to music to poetry. It was an incredibly exciting time of independent thinking and action. I’m hoping that we can convince people to come for a weekend for a family reunion — not just to ‘put on a show.’ Although that will be fun, too!”

For some, it is about the music. cult.of.the.week (cotw) says that “this wisecracking trio deserve a long overdue reappraisal....While one or two songs may overdo the goofy Devoisms, the coolly restrained and mildly demented ‘Life After Breakfast’ shows considerable musical innovation. This almost completely guitar-free punk album is both distinctive and in urgent need of repeated spins.”

Does Brazill have her outfit ready? “Everyone’s talking outfits — what are we going to wear,” she laughs. “The question really is: What is going to fit?”

To find out more about Los Microwaves, go to the Web at www.losmicrowaves.com
To purchase tickets, call the Woodstock Town Hall Theatre at (802) 457-2620. Doors open at 7:15 p.m., and the show starts at 8 p.m. Ticket prices are $10 adults, free for children under 12 accompanied by an adult.

ABOUT LOS MICROWAVES

Formed in 1978 during the height of the San Francisco punk/new wave scene, Los Microwaves was in the vanguard of synthesizer bands. The trio of Meg Brazill (bass guitar and vocals), David Javelosa (keyboards and vocals), and Todd “Rosa” Rosencrans (drums and bass) polished their signature techno-salsa groove (think Kraftwerk meets Tito Puente at the B-52’s house) as they toured the United States and Canada.
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