Happy Birthday Kearsarge Magazine! 

Publication Marks First Year with Summer 2006 Issue

Grantham, NH — June 14, 2006 — It was this time last year that Grantham resident Laura Jean Whitcomb became a publisher. Four issues later, Kearsarge Magazine has beaten the entrepreneurial odds; the publication marks its first year with the summer 2006 issue.

According to Forbes magazine, the failure rate for new magazines is higher than 70 percent. Every year new titles are seen on the newsstand, only to disappear a few months later. Martin Walker, chairman of Walker Communications, a consulting firm to publishers, agrees: “It’s tough to launch a magazine. About 1,000 magazines are launched every year, and very few of them last beyond the first couple of years.”

Kearsarge Magazine has received compliments from subscribers, local organizations and advertisers. From an Upper Valley nonprofit organization: “A co-worker of mine recently gave me a copy of Kearsarge Magazine and exclaimed, ‘You have to read this!’ I’m in agreement with my co-worker that yours is an exceptionally well put together and thoughtful publication.” And from a Newport, N.H., reader: “I just discovered Kearsarge Magazine. I really enjoyed the articles and the advertising. I actually discovered a couple of local businesses I did not know about that I intend to check out.”

Writers include John Walters, former host of “The Front Porch” on New Hampshire Public Radio; Lisa Leslie Henderson, author of Best-Loved Family Adventures; Lisa Densmore; award-winning photographer and author of Best Hikes with Dogs: New Hampshire & Vermont; to name a few. Photographers include Sunapee’s Paul Howe, an award-winning photojournalist, and Hanover’s Jon Gilbert Fox, whose book Intimate Vermont was published last year by the University Press of New England. 
“The magazine’s success is thanks to the great team working for the publication — Laura Osborn, art director; Mark Cookson, advertising production and sales; Winnie Mutch, Web designer; as well as all the talented writers, photographers and illustrators of the Kearsarge/Lake Sunapee area,” says Whitcomb.

Whitcomb, Osborn and Cookson recently launched a sister publication, Upper Valley Life, a bimonthly publication that provides community coverage of 40-plus towns in the Upper Valley.

The summer 2006 issue of Kearsarge Magazine is on stands now.

ABOUT KEARSARGE MAGAZINE

Kearsarge Magazine (www.kearsargemagazine.com) takes a thoughtful look at what is happening in Sunapee, Newport, Georges Mills, New London, Grantham, Springfield, Andover, Warner, Bradford, Sutton, Newbury, Croydon and Wilmot. The four-color, quarterly publication is priced at $4 per issue, and available by subscription or at 20 retail outlets, including Borders in West Lebanon, Morgan Hill Bookstore in New London and MainStreet BookEnds in Warner.
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