Renowned Storyteller Jim Weiss Comes to the Upper Valley

Etna, NH — November 24, 2004 — Solterra Books is bringing recording artist and storyteller Jim Weiss to spend two days in the Upper Valley in early December. Weiss will perform at local schools, homeschool groups, libraries and give a free public performance at the Hotel Coolidge in White River Junction, Vt., on Thursday, December 2 at 7:30 p.m.

Solterra Books, owned by David and Rebecca Parker, is a distinctive bookseller of high quality children’s books and recordings through their catalog, Web site (www.solterrabooks.com) and from their unique mobile bookstore. The Parkers met Weiss and his wife Randy at a conference and, after seeing how he mesmerizes audiences, decided to bring him to the region.

With more than 70 recordings to his credit, Weiss (www.greathall.com) has been dazzling children and adults with stories and performances for 15 years. Weiss specializes in the telling of classic tales from the Greek myths, King Arthur, the Old Testament and the Arabian Nights plus fairy and folk tales from around the globe. His recordings of classics such as The Prince and the Pauper, Sherlock Holmes stories, Uncle Wiggly Tales and Rudyard Kipling’s Jungle Book have garnered awards from the American Library Association, Booklist’s Editor’s Choice and Parents Magazine. 

With four children of their own, the Parkers know that Weiss’s storytelling captivates all listeners. “We listen to his CDs at home and in the car all the time,” says Rebecca Parker. “We enjoy them as much as the kids and often find ourselves driving slower in order to hear the end of a story. He has a way of making every listener feel as though he’s spinning a tale just for them.”

In addition to the public performance, the Parkers have a full slate of appearances scheduled for Jim Weiss. He will perform at the Hanover Community Center on Thursday, December 2, at 3:30 p.m.; meet with parents, children, librarians and teachers during an open house at the Hotel Coolidge on Friday, December 3 from 1 to 3 p.m.; and give a workshop on how to tell stories for parents who home school their children.

Solterra Book’s holiday book sale will be held in conjunction with the Jim Weiss performances. The mobile bookstore will offer new titles, toys and puzzles, as well as the complete line of Weiss’s recordings. Proceeds will support Solterra Books and its efforts to bring national authors, illustrators and performers to the Upper Valley. For more information on the event and sale, go to http://www.solterrabooks.com/sbholiday2004.aspx
ABOUT SOLTERRA BOOKS

Solterra Books was founded by David and Rebecca Parker in 2002 in order to bring gentle and meaningful books to children from birth to age 10. For information, orders or a catalog, please contact Solterra Books at (866) 491-3144 or log onto their Web site at www.solterrabooks.com
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