Solterra Books Supports Head Start
Bookseller Travels to Training Conference to Work with Organization

Etna, NH — May 25, 2005 — Solterra Books will be sharing their love of books with the National Head Start Association at the 32nd Annual Training Conference in Orlando, Fla., on May 24-27, 2005.

Created in 1965, Head Start is the most successful, longest-running, national school readiness program in the United States. It provides comprehensive education, health, nutrition and parent involvement services to low-income children and their families. A 2005 report by the Head Start National Reporting System — a system designed to measure the progress of 4- and 5-year-old Head Start children over the course of their school year — found that the program is indeed helping at-risk children get ready to learn in school.

“Reading is the entry level skill in life,” says Rebecca Parker, co-owner of Solterra Books with her husband David. “If you can’t read, you can’t use a map or figure out what’s on sale at the grocery story or use the Internet or understand a contract. And the best way for parents to help their children acquire this important skill is to read aloud — early and often. We applaud the Head Start program for their dedication to improving learning readiness.”

Head Start programs across the nation have purchased books from the Parkers on cultural diversity, such as the DK/Unicef books with pictures and stories of children around the world and author Ann Morris’ books about families from different cultures. Solterra Books will be bringing these titles, and many others, to the conference. For more information about Solterra Books, go to their Web site at http://www.solterrabooks.com
ABOUT SOLTERRA BOOKS

Solterra Books (www.solterrabooks.com) offers books that matter to children, parents, grandparents and educators. Founders David and Rebecca Parker have researched and read thousands of children’s books, and compiled a Web site and catalog listing only classic, award-winning and educational books for children from birth to age 10. Child care centers, schools, organizations, home school groups, churches and senior centers can now find better books for the children in their lives.

ABOUT THE NATIONAL HEAD START ASSOCIATION

The National Head Start Association (www.nhsa.org) is a private not-for-profit membership organization dedicated exclusively to meeting the needs of Head Start children and their families. It represents more than 1 million children, 200,000 staff and 2,700 Head Start programs in the United States.
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