A Day of Giving

Fair Day Fun Raiser Inspired Families to Donate

Norwich, VT — September 15, 2005 — Hundreds of families attended the Fair Day Fun Raiser at the Upper Valley Events Center (UVEC) in Norwich on Saturday, Sept. 3, and were inspired to donate time or money to their community organizations.

“We had such a nice time; the kids loved the ‘treasures’ they won at the booths,” says Sujatha Sundaram of Hanover, N.H. "Everything was so reasonably priced and I am planning to give additional donations to the groups.”

Twenty local nonprofit and educational organizations — from VINS to CHaD to COVER — set up activities that ranged from mural painting and handprints in plaster to bean bag tosses and greased pole climbing. Children won treasure for their creativity and feats of strength. Raffle winners included Julia Goodwin, 4, of Meriden, N.H., who won the Stave Puzzle, and Coyote Farrell, 6, of Norwich, who won the set of Olivia books.

Families spent hours — “My friend stayed three hours!” says Sundaram — if not all day at the Fair. The Abbate family of Lebanon, N.H., attended twice: In the morning with one child and in the afternoon with both children (age 2 and 6). “They really liked the creative activities, like painting and making a hand print,” says mom Barbara Abbate. “They came home with all kinds of trinkets, including a peacock feather.”

“What a positive feeling the fair had — people left feeling good about giving,” says Janna Genereaux, co-owner of UVEC. “Organizations were able to meet each other, and families had a wonderful time testing their skill at a variety of activities. The day was all about community — we were pleased to see the goodwill and the treasure we have in the Upper Valley, having all these nonprofits and education groups right here helping us!”

“We enjoyed the day and definitely would do it again,” says Bonna Wieler, executive director of Connecticut RiverFest (www.ctriverfest.org). “There were smiles and good communication throughout the event.”

The Fair Day Fun Raiser will be an annual event. For a sponsorship or participant package for 2006, please call Bruce and Janna Genereaux at (802) 649-2772 or e-mail info@UVevents.org

ABOUT THE UPPER VALLEY EVENTS CENTER

The Upper Valley Events Center (www.Uvevents.org) provides indoor and outdoor events space to business, educators and families. The UVEC also runs special events — such as a summer camp, summer music series and fundraising events — that benefit the community.
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