Come See Some Old Maps at the Grantham Historical Society

Map Cataloguing Project Needs Financial and Map Donations

Grantham, N.H. — September 28, 2007 — It’s the star of the map collection: a 1767 white linen map of the original plots in Grantham. Drawn by Charles H. Newell and William R. Leavitt and traced by E.A. Farnsworth of Claremont, N.H., each black and white rectangular land grant is evenly spaced across the 21-by-26 map. You can see the minister’s lot, the school lot and the governor’s lot. But there’s just one problem: “They drew plots and had no idea whether it went over a mountain or a swamp,” says Pat Andrews, secretary of the Grantham Historical Society (GHS). Settlers didn’t know what they had until they moved to Grantham.

Andrews has slowly been cataloguing the maps in the Grantham Historical Society’s collection since GHS took over the old Village School building on 34 Dunbar Hill Road. Older maps (and books with maps) are stored in a file cabinet in the vault, and sorted by century. There are still many more maps to be catalogued — septic system designs, road designs, bridge plans and boundary maps over the years. You can even see the original plans for Sawyer Brook Plaza or the Dunbar Free Library, if you were so inclined. “We have maps ranging from house lots to a world map,” says GHS President Allen Walker.

GHS also offers maps of Grantham cemeteries. Grantham residents Connie and Dennis Howard created a map and a directory of the Dunbar Hill Cemetery in 1991. An 1868 map of the Hilldale Cemetery — a copy of the original created by Daniel Kennedy — shows that a plot in East Grantham was going for $10 at the time.

Anyone with an old map is encouraged to bring it to the Grantham Historical Society. Walker hopes that someone will uncover an 1864 topographical map of Sullivan County and donate it to GHS. It is a linen-backed paper map made by H.F. Walling in 1860. It is unique for many reasons, including its size (it was designed to hang on a wall) and the ambrotypes of local scenes surrounding the map. GHS is also looking for financial donations from individuals and businesses to help complete the map cataloguing and archiving project. For more information, please call the Grantham Historical Society at (603) 863-0864.
ABOUT GRANTHAM HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Grantham Historical Society, organized in 1993, is dedicated to preserving the history of Grantham. In 1995, the Selectmen formally established the Town Archives and appointed a town archivist. The archives are open every Friday afternoon from 1 to 4 p.m. at the old Village School building on 34 Dunbar Hill Road. Visitors are welcome; no appointment is necessary. GHS is on the Web at www.granthamhistoricalsociety.org
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