Underground Gallery Introduces First Fridays

Public Invited to Meet and Learn from Local Artists

Lebanon, NH – July 28, 2006 – The Underground Gallery has launched First Fridays, an opening reception for an exhibit that includes time to meet and learn from the artist. The first event will be held on Friday, August 4, from 5 to 8 p.m. with print media artist Penelope Jean Bliss from West Windsor, Vt. The reception, which includes light refreshments, is free and open to the public.

“Each month we’ll be featuring a new artist at the Underground Gallery,” says Kathy Maiorano, co-owner of Artful Things and the Underground Gallery. “Come and meet the Artist on opening night — it is a great time to see their work and ask why they do what they do.”

The August exhibition, titled “A Thousand Words Is Worth a Picture,” is by print media collage artist Penelope Jean Bliss, who creates collages of famous authors such as Mary Shelley, William Shakespeare, Rudyard Kipling, Edgar Allan Poe, Charlotte Bronte, Virginia Woolf and Ernest Hemingway, to name a few. The twist is that she only uses images from The New Yorker magazine to create her collages.

Bliss started the series while working on an independent course of study focusing on creative writing and visual arts at Vermont College. “I combined the two disciplines to create a person who is famous for his/her words out of words. I had so much fun with the process that the others just seemed to fall into place as a natural continuation,” she says. “An ad for a Thai restaurant with sweeping calligraphy easily became Shakespeare’s collar; white print on black background, the stripes on Poe’s severe jacket; the gem from a Tiffany’s ad, the eye of the Raven. Textures, colors, print and font all became my artist’s palette to make into shapes as I saw fit. There is so much about this world that we glance over or take for granted. I started really appreciating seeing things in other ways.”

First Fridays is free and open to the public. The Underground Gallery is located at 2 Whipple Place, Suite 100, in Lebanon (right below Salt Hill Pub). For more information, call (603) 448-5100.

ABOUT ARTFUL THINGS

Artful Things — a family-owned custom framing shop and art gallery — offers same-day framing and in-home consultation to clients who need creative presentation options for a variety of artwork. Customers and visitors can also enjoy the Underground Gallery, a gallery of unique work by New England artisans open during regular business hours and some evenings. 
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Kathy Valdes and Kathy Maiorano

artfulthings1@aol.com
(603) 448-5100

CALENDAR LISTING

First Fridays at the Underground Gallery

August exhibition: “A Thousand Words Is Worth a Picture”

Opening reception: Friday, August 4, 5 to 8 p.m.

2 Whipple Place, Lebanon, NH

First Fridays, an opening reception for an exhibit that includes time to meet and learn from the artist. The first event features print media artist Penelope Jean Bliss from West Windsor, Vt., and her collage author portraits in an exhibition titled “A Thousand Words Is Worth a Picture.” The reception, which includes light refreshments, is free and open to the public.

Contact: (603) 448-5100

