New Exhibit at Aidron Duckworth Art Museum Provides Insight into the Techniques of an Artist

Meriden, N.H. - July 20, 2006 - "The wonderful thing about tomorrow is that we know nothing about it," wrote the late British-American artist Aidron Duckworth (1920-2001) in an essay on the history of change in art. It also describes the surprising changes in his explorative works, including “Exhibition VIII, Paintings and Drawings from 1996-98” which opens to the public on Saturday, August 5. A reception, free and open to the public, will be held from 3 to 6 p.m. at the Aidron Duckworth Art Museum in Meriden, N.H.

Exhibition VIII presents works that are abstract and colorful. “Faces and figures are simplified into distinct areas of color. The paint is flat, there is no shading of the color, but there is a sculptural line,” says Grace Harde, trustee of the museum. “The exhibition includes photographs taken by the artist during the process of making two of the works, providing an insight into his methods.”

Duckworth took photos of his work during each stage of development. In one photo, you can see the first lines of the drawing — the underwriting in charcoal. The second photograph has simpler lines; the third displays the first shades of color in pastel; and the fourth photo is the final art covered in acrylic. This series was completed in 1997, the same year Duckworth left his works and his home/studio in a former schoolhouse as a public educational charitable trust.  

“This is a good show for students; it offers a glimpse of his technique of making abstractions of human faces,” says Harde.

Exhibition VIII will be on view August 5 through October 29. The schoolhouse has been renovated into a gallery and museum, which includes more than 1,250 paintings and drawings. Every year two public exhibitions of his work are held between May and October. The trustees are presenting the body of works chronologically to provide an overview of Duckworth's artistic exploration. There is no curatorial interpretation attempted; the works are left to speak for themselves, with accompanying statements from the artist's own writings.

The Aidron Duckworth Art Museum is in the center of Meriden, N.H., just off Route 120, and directly across from the public library. There is no admission fee, and the building is handicapped accessible.

ABOUT THE AIDRON DUCKWORTH ART MUSEUM

The Aidron Duckworth Art Museum (www.aidronduckworthmuseum.org) is dedicated to preserving and presenting the artwork of Aidron Duckworth (1920-2001), a British-American artist and teacher. Duckworth left his works, along with his home and studio in a former schoolhouse building in Meriden, N.H., as a public educational charitable trust. The schoolhouse has been renovated into a gallery and museum, which includes more than 1,250 paintings and drawings for public exhibition. It is free and open to the public. from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Friday, Saturday and Sunday, May through October, and by appointment. Donations are welcome.
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