First World Record Set for Dogs and Partners in Norwich, Vermont

Charlie and Schmitty Declared Winners of DOG RUN DOG™ 2005

Norwich, VT — June 30, 2005 — Charlie, a Golden Retriever wearing bib #0044, and his partner Alex Kahan of Hanover, N.H., won the 5K race in the first Great American Dog Run™, a 10K/5K competitive run held on Sunday, June 26, in Norwich.

“I’d like to thank my trainer, and the steak I had last night for dinner,” Kahan said on behalf of Charlie, who set the unofficial world record time for a 5K at 18 minutes 8 seconds. After a spray with the garden hose and some healthy gulps of fresh water, Charlie went home with the coveted #1 yellow bib.

The 10K winner — in an amazing last minute dash — was Mitzy (a.k.a. Schmitty), a Border Collie wearing bib #0048, and Joey Holland of Norwich. Their world record time for a 10K was set at 39 minutes 56 seconds. 

Paul Gardner, CEO of The Fun Foundation, is already planning the next Dog Run Dog event. He notes that the bib numbers the entrants received for this event are theirs forever. “They can pass them down through the family and, when Dog Run Dog goes national, they will be able to enter a race, say in Boulder, and still have the same number,” he says. Gardner asked participants for feedback on the event, and received great suggestions such as wading pools for the dogs, a wooded trail loop and a fall or spring date for the event in 2006.

Forty-four dogs and their owners registered for the competitive run. After time to play, roll, sniff and drink water, breeds from Australian Shepherds to Vislas were ready to race. At 9 a.m. everyone lined up at the start line at the Upper Valley Events Center in Norwich to run either a 5K or 10K loop around town. 

5K winners are as follows:

1. Charlie (0044), Golden Retriever, partnered by Alex Kahan of Hanover, 18:08 

2. Chester (0027), Springer Spaniel, partnered by Owen Skinner of Hanover, 19:04 

3. James, breed unknown, partnered by Graham (incomplete information), 23:42 

4. Hopper (0032), German Shorthair Pointer partnered by Nathallie Crocker of Putney, 25:55 

5. Otto (0010), German Shepherd, partnered by Varina Southworth of Lebanon, 26:13 

6. Effie, Vizsla, partnered by Keely Punger of White River Junction, 29:04   

10K winners are: 

1. Mitzy (0048), a.k.a. Schmitty, Border Collie, partnered by Joey Holland of Norwich, 39:56

2. Snoopy (0024), Australian Shepherd, partnered by Daniel Coffey of Sharon, 47:31

3. Carter (0023), Yellow Lab, partnered by Emily Caldwell of Orford, 1:02:21

4. Angus (0040), breed unknown, partnered by Curt Barthel of Bradford, 1:03:34

5. Quinn (0050), breed unknown, partnered by Kenny Logan of Montpelier, 1:03:54

Special thanks to sponsors, including: Vermont Animal Cookies, Woodstock; Woof & Hoof, Hanover; Howling Beagle Communications, Grantham; The Workout Studio, White River Junction; Upper Valley Event Center, Norwich; and Amy Peters and CATV/8 Community Access TV, White River Junction.

Proceeds of Dog Run Dog will benefit the following organizations: Children’s Hospital at Dartmouth (CHaD), DHMC’s Norris Cotton Cancer Center and the dog park in Hartland, to name a few.

ABOUT THE FUN FOUNDATION

The Fun Foundation (www.funfoundation.org) is a professional event design and management company focused on building great events for family fun. Events scheduled for 2005 include Dog Run Dog in Norwich, Vt., and The Bema ’05 World Music Festival (www.thebema.net) on August 13-14 in Hanover, N.H.

ABOUT DOG RUN DOG

Dog Run Dog (www.dogrundog.com) is a 10K/5K competitive run for benefit and fun where dogs and their partners (of all ages) are welcome to register and run in an effort to raise money for distribution to worthy causes and organizations. Walkers, bikers, scooters, grandparents, grandchildren, families and baby strollers — and anything not motorized — are welcome to participate.
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