Collamer Abbott “Friends, Family, France: 1952” Exhibit Opens at the Co-op Cafe Gallery

White River Junction, VT — August 29, 2006 — Photographer Collamer Abbott announces a new exhibit titled “Friends, Family, France: 1952” at the Co-op Cafe Gallery in Lebanon, N.H. A reception to meet the photographer — free and open to the public — will be held on Friday, Sept. 22 from 5:30 to 7 p.m.

More than 25 of Abbott’s large format black-and-white photographs of his trip to France in 1952 will be on display. “In 1952 France was still rebuilding from the destruction of World War II. So why quit my job, without a logical reason, to spend three months in France? We were young, I wanted to visit friends I had made in 1944, this might be the only chance and the round trip in a Cunard liner at $150 apiece seemed worth going broke for,” Abbott recalls. 

“Friends, Family, France: 1952” consists of unique photos of life in France, not “the usual master photos of famous tourist sites, because we could buy those cheap on postcards,” Abbott says. The photos are so exceptional that in 1954 he and his wife Winona sold some stories and photos regarding this visit to France to The New York Times and Christian Science Monitor. 

“The prints and subject matter will appeal to a wide range of viewers,” says Dana O’Neill, co-owner of Northlight Digital. “There is a Roen, France, street scene with little girl and her black dog on leash. In the background it looks like some buildings are still not rebuilt from war. There’s also the Carmelite Church, a countryside picnic, a bicycle race and washing the family dog in the river in Tressaint, France.”

Collamer Abbott began his newspaper career in 1947 in Bellows Falls as a reporter for the Brattleboro Daily Reformer. When he went to the Reformer office in Brattleboro in late 1947, he began taking pictures and continued, at various newspapers, including the Valley News, and on his own time, until the early 1950s. For years, his extensive portfolio of photojournalism was stored in binders in his White River Junction home. In collaboration with Northlight Digital, his photos were curated and first displayed in December 2003. To date the Collamer Abbott Collection has traveled to the Quechee and Wilder Libraries, Daniel Webster College in Nashua, N.H.; Hotel Coolidge in White River Junction, West Fairlee Historical Society and the Co-op Cafe Gallery in Lebanon. 

The exhibit will remain at the Co-op until Sunday, October 8. Collamer’s exhibits — “Upper Valley 1953-59” and “Paris, France and Countryside 1952” — are available for display at public venues, galleries or businesses. Prints of any size are also available. Please contact Northlight Digital for more information at (802) 280-1888 or e-mail abbottphotos@northlightdigital.com

Editors: Photos are available upon request.

ABOUT NORTHLIGHT DIGITAL

Northlight Digital (www.northlightdigital.com) is a small family-owned business serving photographers, artists, businesses and individuals with custom archival large and small format inkjet printing. Specialty services include film and flat art scanning, fine art reproduction printing, wide format and poster inkjet printing, digital photography of artwork of all sizes, PC computer consulting and custom design services. Northlight Digital is located in the Tip Top Media Arts Building in White River Junction, Vt.
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CALENDAR LISTING

“Friends, Family, France: 1952”

Reception: Friday, Sept. 22, 5:30 to 7 p.m.

Photo exhibition: August 28 to October 8

Co-op Cafe Gallery in Lebanon, N.H.

More than 25 of Collamer Abbott’s large format black-and-white photographs of his trip to France in 1952 will be on display at the Co-op Cafe Gallery. Free and open to the public

Contact: Northlight Digital, (802) 280-1888

