David Parker Joins CLiF Board of Directors

Etna, NH — March 24, 2005 — David Parker, co-owner of Solterra Books in Etna, N.H., has joined the board of directors of The Children’s Literacy Foundation (CLiF).

“We are delighted to have David Parker join our board,” says Duncan McDougall, founder and executive director of CLiF. “David brings considerable expertise in new program development and strategic planning as well as a wealth of knowledge in children’s books, thanks to his work with Solterra Books. We are very fortunate to have him on CLiF’s Board.”

CLiF, founded in 1998, is a nonprofit dedicated to nurturing a love of reading among New Hampshire and Vermont children. National surveys show that one in five American children grow up functionally illiterate. Right here at home, more than one in four Vermont kindergarten students are not ready to participate successfully in school and more than 50 percent of the 3rd grade students in several New Hampshire communities were ranked in the state’s lowest assessment level for English language arts.

CLiF has a staff of four, a board of directors, a board of advisors and 40 children’s book authors, illustrators, poets and other individuals who give literacy presentations to children on CliF’s behalf. Parker will be lending his technical and marketing skills to Web strategy, operations improvement and fundraising activities.

“I am really impressed with Duncan and his ability to build a broad team of volunteers to accomplish CLiF’s mission,” says Parker. “His passion of encouraging reading and literacy is also a passion of mine, and I am looking forward to providing assistance in any way that I can.”

ABOUT THE CHILDREN’S LITERACY FOUNDATION

The Children’s Literacy Foundation (CLiF) is a nonprofit organization dedicated to nurturing a love of reading and writing among children throughout New Hampshire and Vermont. In particular, CLiF’s programs target children in rural communities, and children who are at high risk of growing up functionally illiterate. Over the past seven years CLiF has developed 10 literacy programs that now serve 10,000 young readers and writers each year. For more information, go to http://www.clifonline.org
ABOUT SOLTERRA BOOKS

Solterra Books (www.solterrabooks.com) offers books that matter to children, parents, grandparents and educators. Founders David and Rebecca Parker have researched and read thousands of children’s books, and compiled a Web site and catalog listing only classic, award-winning and educational books for children from birth to age 10. Child care centers, schools, organizations, home school groups, churches and senior centers can now find better books for the children in their lives.
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