Artful Things Opens in Lebanon

Custom Framing Shop Offers Same-Day Service and In-Home Consultation

Lebanon, NH — May 5, 2006 — Are your blank walls crying out for artwork? Are you looking for more than a museum print in a generic black frame? Artful Things, a new custom framing and design studio in Lebanon, has the expertise to create the right presentation for prints, posters, photographs, needlepoint designs and original artwork. Artful Things will be open on Monday, May 8.

Co-owners Kathy Valdes and Kathy Maiorano, members of the Professional Picture Framers Association and artists themselves, want to change the framing experience. “You point out the frame, you point out the mat — there is nothing friendly about that,” says Valdes, who has always designed and created custom frames for family and friends. “Artful Things will provide personal service and professional expertise to help you make a decision that you’ll be happy with for years.”

Same-day service is offered to clients who have simple requests (no special orders), and in-home consultation is available for customers who would like to see the framed product before they purchase it. “By just seeing a corner of a frame and a corner of a mat, it’s hard to imagine your artwork on the wall,” says Maiorano, a professional photographer. “How many times have you brought it home, hung it up — and decided you didn’t like the finished product?”

Artful Things uses visual framing software to provide a “virtual picture” of frame options. Customers supply a digital picture, such as a family photograph, or Artful Things will scan in the image or artwork. Then Valdes and Maiorano will digitally frame the image using a variety of mat and frames, and display the results on a computer screen or visit a client’s home to project samples on the wall. 

“We take a digital picture of your picture, and add the mat and framing so you can see and choose exactly what you would like,” explains Valdes. “Before you only saw a corner; now you can see a virtual picture right on your wall. We can even help you hang it.”

Although the focus of Artful Things is on framing, the shop includes a gallery of work from local artists. “The Underground Gallery is a perk of visiting,” says Valdes. “There’s stained glass, pottery and art with a Central American or Caribbean flair.”

Artful Things is open Tuesday through Saturday, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., and by appointment. For more information, call (603) 448-5100.

ABOUT ARTFUL THINGS

Artful Things — a family-owned custom framing shop and art gallery — offers same-day framing and in-home consultation to clients who need creative presentation options for a variety of artwork. Customers and visitors can also enjoy the Underground Gallery, a gallery of unique work by New England artisans open during regular business hours and some evenings. Artful Things is located at 2 Whipple Place, Suite 100, in Lebanon (right below Salt Hill Pub).
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