The Art of Place and Play
Superheroes Afterschool Program Utilizes Resources of the Event Center

Norwich, VT – September 20, 2011 – It is an art to create a space that is enjoyable, but the Upper Valley Event Center (www.uvevents.org) in Norwich, Vt., has done just that. 
The key to “place making” is designing a location that is beautiful and functional. Since 2004, the 3.5-acre Event Center facility has offered outdoor concerts, space for weddings and parties, and a variety of educational programs for adults and children.

“The Event Center has become a meaningful place to experience community,” says Janna Genereaux, owner/director. “Children digging for gems on the playground, using the water and rocks to engineer their own rivers, enjoying the catapult by using fallen apples — all these activities create rich memories and a sense of place. Everything on the playground — the swing set, the little house, the tire swing — has been carefully crafted to foster playful behavior. The art of place and play is the heart and soul of the Event Center.”
The new Afterschool Superheroes program (www.afterschoolsuperheroes.net) takes advantage of the Event Center’s home-like facility, the expansive outdoor play areas (including zip lines, a bog and a large field), the pirate ship playground, and the individual creativity of the kids. It is also a safe place for children; the Event Center has installed two gates, one at each entryway. “The playground will be assessable to only program users and their parents,” says Genereaux.
Afterschool Superheroes packages range from one day ($35) to one month (20 days) for $600 to 90 days (half school year) for $2,500, and you only pay for the days your child attends. All materials are included in the program fee, including a healthy snack at 4 p.m. There are openings for 30 children. Homeschoolers are welcome. Transportation is available as well. Learn more at www.afterschoolsuperheroes.net
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