Annie O Opens at DHMC on Monday, December 5

Successful Photo Exhibit Will Travel throughout New England and Beyond

White River Junction, VT — December 1, 2005 — After a successful show at the Northlight Digital Gallery Space in White River Junction, Vt., the “Annie O, 24 Years of a Girl’s Life with Autism” photo exhibit will move to the Dartmouth-Hitchcock Medical Center in Lebanon, N.H. Opening night will be held on Monday, December 5, from 7 to 9 p.m. in Auditorium G on the fourth floor of the Rubin Building.

David and Dana O’Neill — Annie’s parents and documentary photographers with extensive newspaper experience — hope that the Annie O exhibit changes public perception about autism and illustrates the need for increased autism services in Vermont and New Hampshire. The photo-documentary covers Annie’s life from her birth in Connecticut in 1981 through her education in three states (including the Boston Higashi School in Randolph, Mass.) to her job in Vermont today.
More than 1.5 million people in the U.S. today have autism or some form of pervasive developmental disorder. “Autism Spectrum Disorders place a heavy burden upon the health and functioning of individual families, but stretches the limited social capital of small communities like those in the Upper Valley,” says Kirsten Murphy, director of ARCH of the Upper Valley, a nonprofit founded in 2004 by a group of parents who aware of the tremendous needs that families have when supporting an individual who has an autism spectrum disorder.
“Early intervention and education are critical to children with ASD,” adds David O’Neill, “but continuing education, meaningful employment and independent housing options are just as important for people like Annie when they reach young adulthood.”

The exhibit will open at 7 p.m. with refreshments, a slide show introduction and time to view the exhibit of more than 40 17-by-22 photographs. At 7:30 p.m., Murphy will present “The Impact of Autism Spectrum Disorders on the Upper Valley Community.” 

Then Rosemary Littlefield, executive director of Boston Higashi School, will discuss “Daily Life Therapy: Components of an Educational Program for Children and Young Adults with Autism.” Littlefield has worked at the Boston Higashi School — an international program serving children and young adults with autism — since 1991. There will be time for a question and answer session after the two educational presentations, as well as a chance to look at the Annie O photos with a new eye.

The exhibit is free and open to the public. It will be on display until March 3, 2006. For more information, please call Northlight Digital at (802) 280-1888. 

Photos are available upon request to reporters, editors and other media personnel.

ABOUT NORTHLIGHT DIGITAL

Northlight Digital (www.northlightdigital.com) is a small family-owned business serving photographers, artists, businesses and individuals with custom archival large and small format inkjet printing. Specialty services include film and flat art scanning, fine art reproduction printing, wide format and poster inkjet printing, digital photography of artwork of all sizes, PC computer consulting and custom design services. Northlight Digital is located in the Tip Top Media Arts Building in White River Junction, Vt.
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